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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to compare academic achievement, measured by cumulative
grade point average (GPAX), among undergraduate students in the Faculty of Dentistry at
Khon Kaen University. The sample consisted of 129 undergraduate dental students
admitted during the 2018-2019 academic years, selected through purposive sampling.
The primary research instrument was the participants’ academic achievement records
(GPAX). Data were analyzed using independent t-tests and one-way analysis of variance
(one-way ANOVA).

Results: Academic achievement, as indicated by cumulative GPAX, was
analyzed according to gender, academic year of admission, type of secondary school or
equivalent institution attended, and admission round via the Thai University Central
Admission System (TCAS). No statistically significant differences were found for these
variables (p > 0.05). However, when classified by enrollment status, a statistically
significant difference was observed (p < 0.001). Students who had completed their
studies demonstrated significantly higher GPAX than those who had not yet graduated.

Conclusion: Graduates from the Faculty of Dentistry at Khon Kaen University
largely achieved high academic results, with 103 students (79.84 %) earning first or
second-class honors. The factor of educational status had a significant influence on
academic performance. However, no statistically significant correlation was found
between academic achievement and factors such as gender, admission year, prior
institution, or TCAS round.. Among the variables studied, only enrollment status had a
statistically significant effect on academic achievement. In contrast, gender, year of
admission, prior educational institution, and TCAS admission round were not significantly

associated with academic outcomes.

Keywords : Academic Achievement, Dental Students, Personal Factors, TCAS, Faculty of
Dentistry Khon Kaen University
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